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EST  PROPRIUM  MUNUS  MAGISTRATUS 
INTELLIGERE,  SE  GERERE  PERSONAM 
CIVITATIS,  DEBEREQUE;  EJUS  DIGNI¬ 
TATEM  &  DECUS  SUSTINERE,  SERVARE 
LEGES,  JURA  DISCRIBERE,  EA  FIDEI  SU^ 
COMMISSA  MEMINISSE. 

Cicero  de  Of.  L.  i,  C.  34. 


It  is  the  indifpenfible  duty  of  the  fupreme  magifrate  to  con- 
fider  hhnfelf  as  ailing  for  the  whole  community^  and  ob¬ 
liged  to  fupport  its  dignity^  and  ajfign  to  the  people^  with 
yuftice  their  various  rights^  as  he  tvould  be  faithful  to  the 
great  trufl  repofed  in  him. 
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THE  PREFACE  OF  THE  EDITORS. 

THE  following  piece  ivas  intended  to  convey  to  the  late 
meeting  of  DELEGATES  the  fentiments  of  one  of 
their  body^  whofe  perfonal  attendance  was  prevented  by  an 
accidental  illnefs.  In  it  the  fources  of  ourprefent  unhappy 
dijferences  are  traced  with  fuch  faithful  accuracy^  and  the 
'  opinions  entertained  by  every  free  American  expreffed  ivith 
fuch  a  manly  frmnefs^  that  it  mufl  be  pleafing  to  the  pre-- 
ferity  and  may  be  ufeful  to  future  ages.  It  ivill  evince  to 
4he  world  the  moderation  of  our  late  convention,  vjho  have 
mly  touched  with  tendernefs  many  of  the  claims  infifted  on  in 
this  pamphlet,  though  every  heart  acknowledged  their 
juf  ice.  JVithout  the  knowledge  of  the  author,  we  have 

ventured  to  communicate  his  fentiments  to  the  public,  nnho 
have  certainly  a  right  to  knozu  what  the  bef  and  wifejl  of 
their  members  have  thought  on  a  fuhjell  in  which  they  are 
fo  deeply  interefed. 


% 
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A  SUMMARY  VIEW,  &c. 


Resolved,  tha  t  it  be  an  inftru£Lon  to  the 
faid  deputies,  when  afTembled  in  general  con- 
grefs  with  the  deputies  from  the  other  ftates  of  Briiiih 
America,  to  propofe  to  the  faid  congrefs  that  an 
humble  and  dutiful  addrefs  be  prefenied  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  begging  leave-  to  lay  before  him,  as  Chief  Ma- 
giftrate  of  the  Britifh  empire,  the  united  complaints 
of  his  Majefty’s  fubjects  in  America  ,  complaints 
which  arc  excited  by  many  unwarrantable  encroach¬ 
ments  and  ufurpations,  attempted  to  be  made  by  the 
Legifldture  of  one  part  of  the  empire,  upon  thofe 
rights  which  God  and  the  laws  have  given  equally 
and  independently  to  all.  To  reprefent  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  that  thefe  his  flates  have  often  individually  made 
humble  application  to  his  imperial  throne  to  obtain, 
through  its  intervention,  fome  redrefs  of  their  injured 
rights,  to  none  of  which  was  ever  even  an  anfwer 
condefcended  ;  humbly  to  hope  that  this  their  joint 
addrefs,  penned  in  the  language  of  truth,  and  di- 
vefted  of  thofe  expreffions  of  fervility  which  would 
perfuade  his  Majefly  that  we  are  afking  favours,  and 
not  rights,  fhall  obtain  from  his  Majefty  a  more  re- 
fpeaful  acceptance.  And  this  his  Majefty  will  think 
we  have  reafon  to  expecft  when  he  refle£{:s  that  he  is 
no  more  than  the  chief  officer  of  the  people,  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  laws,  and  circumfcribed  with  definitive  pow¬ 
ers,  to  affift  in  working  the  great  machine  of  govern¬ 
ment,  eredled  for  their  ufe,  and  confequently  fubjedf 
to  their  fuperintendance.  And  in  order  that  thefe 
our  rights,  as  well  as  the  invafions  of  them,  may  be 
laid  more  fully  before  his  Majefty,  to  take  a  view  of 
them  from  the  origin  and  firft;  fettlement  of  thefe 
countries. 

T,  o  remind  him  that  our  anceftors,  before  their  emi¬ 
gration  to  America,  were  the  free  inhabitants  of  the 
Britifti  dominions  in  Europe,  and  poftefied  a  right 
which  nature  has  given  to  ail  men,  of  departing  from 
country  in  which  chance,  not  choice,  has  placed 


them,  of  going  in  queft  of  new  habitations,  and  of 
there  effablifhing  new  focieties,  under  fuch  laws  and 
regulations  as  to  them  fhall  fecm  moft  likely  to  pro¬ 
mote  pubhc  happiriefs.  That  their  Saxon  anceffors 
had  under  this  univerfal  law,  in  like  manner  left  their 
native  wilds  and  woods  in  the  north  of  Europe,  had 
pofiefTed  themfelves  of  the  ifland  of  Britain,  then  lefs 
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by  fubmitted  themfelves  to  her  fovereignty.  Had 
fiich  terms  been  propofed,  they  would  have  rejedted 
them  with  difdain,  and  traded  for  better  to  the  mo¬ 
deration  of  their  enemies,  or  to  a  vigorous  exertion 
of  their  ox'n  force.  We  do  not,  however,  mean  to. 
under-rate  tlrofe  aids,  which  to  us  were  doubtlefs  va¬ 
luable,  on  whatever  principles  granted  ;  but  we  would 
fhew  that  they  cannot  give  a  title  to  that  authority 
which  the  Britifh  Parliament  would  arrogate  over  us,, 
and  that  they  may  ampl,y  be  repaid  by  our  giving  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain  fuch  exclufive  privi¬ 
leges  in  trade  as  may  be  advantageous  to  them,  and 
at  the  fame  time  not  too  redridlive  to  ou-felves. 
That  fettlements  having  been  thus  effedfed  in  the 
wilds  of  America,  the  emigrants  thought  proper  to 
adopt  that  fyftem  of  laws  under  which  they  had  hi¬ 
therto  lived  in  the  mother  country,  and  to  continue 
their  union  with  her  by  fubmitting  themfelves  to  the 
fame  common  Sovereign,  w'ho  was  thereby  made  the 
central  link  connecting  the  feveral  parts  of  the  em¬ 
pire  thus  newly  multiplied. 

But  that  not  long  were  they  permitted,  however  far 
they  thought  themfelves  removed  from  the  hand  of 
opprefhon,  to  hold  undifturbed  the  rights  thus  acquir¬ 
ed,  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  and  lofs  of  their  for¬ 
tunes.  A  family  of  princes  was  then  on  the  Britifli 
throne,  whofe  treafonable  crimes  againfl:  their  people 
brought  on  them  afterwards  the  exertion  of  thofe  fa- 
cred  and  fovereign  rights  of  puniflinient  referved  in 
the  hands  of  the  people  for  cafes  of  extreme  neceflity, 
and  judged  by  the  conftitution  unfafe  to  be  delegated 
to  any  other  judicature.  While  every  day  brought 
forth  fome  new  and  unjuftifiable  exertion  of  power 
over  their  fubjefts  on  that  fide  the  water,  it  was  not 
to  be  expe6fed  that  thofe  here,  much  lefs  able  at  that 
time  tooppofe  the  defigns  of  defpotifm,  (hould  be  ex¬ 
empted  from  injury. 

Accordingly  that  country,  which  had  been  acquir¬ 
ed  by  the  lives,  the  labours,  and  the  fortunes  of  indi¬ 
vidual  adventurers,  was  by  thefe  princes,  at  feveral 


times,  parted  out  and  diftributed  among  the  favourites 
and  *  follotvers  of  their  fortunes,  and,  by  an  aflumed 
right  of  the  crown  alone,  were  ere61:ed  into  didin6t 
and  independent  governments  ;  a  meafure  which  it  is 
believed  his  Majeftv’s  prudence  and  underffanding 
would  prevent  him  from  imitating  at  this  day,  as  no 
exercifeof  fuch  a  power,  of  dividing  and  difmember- 
ing  a  country,  hasever  occurred  in  hisMajefty’s  realm 
of  England,  though  now  of  very  ancient  ftanding; 
nor  could  it  be  judibed  or  acquiefced  under  there,  or 
in  any  other  part  of  his  Majefty’s  empire. 

That  the  exercife  of  a  free  trade  with  all  parts  of 
the  world,  pofTeffed  by  the  American  colonifts,  as  of 
natural  right,  and  which  no  law  of  their  own  had 
taken  away  or  abridged,  was  next  the  objecf  of  unjuft 
encroachment.  Some  of  the  colonies  having  thought 
proper  to  continue  the  adminiftration of  theirgovern- 
ment  in  the  name  and  under  the  authority  of  his 
Majefty  King  Charles  theFirft,  whom  notwithftand- 
ing  his  late  depofition  by  the  commonwealth  of  En¬ 
gland,  they  continued  in  the  fovereignty  of  their  ftate ; 
the  Parliament  for  the  commonwealth  took  the  fame 
in  high  offence,  and  affirmed  upon  themfelves  the  pow¬ 
er  of  prohibiting  their  trade  with  all  other  parts  of  the 
world,  except  the  ifland  of  Great-Britain.  This 
arbitrary  add,  however,  they  foon  recalled,  and  by 

^  1632  Maryland  was  granted  to  Lord  Baltimore^  14, 
c.  2.  Pennfyhania  to  Penn^  and  the  province  of  Carolina 
was  in  the  year  1663  granted  by  letters  patent  of  majefy^ 
king  Charles  II.  in  the  i  y^ih  year  of  his  reign.,  in  propriety., 
unto  the  right  honorable  Edward  earl  of  Clarendon,  George 
duke  of  Albemarle,  William  earl  of  Craven,  John  lord 
Berkeley,  Anthony  lord  djhley,  fir  George  Carteret,  fir  John 
Coleton,  knight  and  barronet,  and  fir  William  Berkeley, 
knight-,  by  zvhich  letters  patent  the  laws  of  England  were 
to  be  in  force  in  Carolina :  But  the  lords  proprietors  had 
power,  with  the  confent  of  the  inhabitants,  to  make 
bye -laws  for  the  better  government  of  the  f aid  province  fs 
toat  no  money  could  he  received,  or  law  made.,  without  the 
coyfent  of  the  inhabitants,  or  their  reprefentaiives . 
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foiemn  treaty,  entered  into  on  the  1 2th  day  of  Marchj 
1651,  between  the  faid  commonwealth  by  their  com- 

niiifioners,  and  the  colony  of  Virginia  by  their  houfe 

of  burg-effes,  it  was  exprefsly  ftipulated,  by  the  8th. 
article  of  the  faid  treaty,  that  they  iliould  have  “  free 
trade  as  the  people  of  England  do  enjoy  to  ail  places 
hnd  Vv'ith  all  nations,  according  to  the  laws  of  that 
commonwealth.’'  But  that,  upon  the  redoratjon  of 

his  majefty  king  Charles  the  fecond,  their  vights  of 
free  commerce  fell  once  more  a  viblim  to  arbitrhry 
■power;  and  by  feveral  a£ls  *  of  his  reign,  as  well  as  of 
ibrne  of  his  fuccelTors,  the  trade  of  the  colonies  was 
'laid  under  fnch  reilridtions,  as  fhew  what  hopes  they 
might  form  from  the  juftice  of  a  Britilh  parliament, 
■were  its  nncontrouled  power  admitted  over  thefe  dates. 
Hidory  has  informed  us  that  bodies  of  men,  as  well 
'as  individuals,  are  fufceptible  of  the  fpirit  of  tyranny. 
A  view  of  thefe  afts  of  parliament  for  regulation,  as 
it  has  been  affeftedly  called,  of  the  American  trade, 
if  all  other  evidence  were  removed  out  of  the  cafe, 
would  undeniably  evince  the  truth  of  this  cbfervation, 
Befides  the  dttties  they  impofe  on  our  article  of  export 
and  import,  they  prohibit  our  going  to  any  markets 
northward  of  Cape  Finiderre,  in  the  kingdom  of  Spain, 
for  the  faie  of  commodities  which  Great  Britain  will  not 
take  from  ns,  and  for  the  purchafe  of  others,  with 
which  (he  cannot  fupply  us,  and  that  for  no  other  than 
the  arbitrary  purpofes  of  purchafing  for  themfelves,  by 
a  facrifice  of  our  rights  and  intereds,  certain  privileges 
in  their  commerce  with  an  allied  date,  who  in  confidence 
that  their  exclufive  trade  with  America  will  be  continued, 
while  the  principles  and  po'wer  ot  the  Britifn  parliament 
be  the  fame,  have  indulged  themfelves  in  every  exorbi¬ 
tance  which  their  avarice  could  dictate,  or  our  neceffities 
extort;  have  raifed  their  commodities  called  for  in 
America,  to  the  double  and  treble  of  what  they  fold  for 
before  fuch  exclufive  privileges  were  given  them,  and  of 
what  better  commodities  of  the  fame  kind  would  cod  ns 
elfewhere,  and  at  the  fame  time  give  Us  much  lefs  for 

S  what 
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what  we  carry  thither  than  might  be  had  at  mere  conve¬ 
nient  ports.  That  thefe  ads  prohibit  us  from  carrying 
in  qu  il  of  other  purchafers  the  furplus  of  our  tobaccoes 
remaining  after  t.ie  cenfumption  ot  Great  Britain  is  fup- 
plied ;  fo  that  we  muit  leav^e  them  with  the  Britiibi  mer¬ 
chant  for  whatever  he  will  pleafe  to  allow  us,  to  be  by 
him  relh'pped  to  foreign  maik  ts,  where  he  will  reap 
the  benefits  of  making  file  of  them  for  full  value.  That 
to.  heighten  hill  the  idea  of  parliamentary  juftice,  and 
to  Ihew  with  what  itioderaticn  they  are  like  to  exercife 
power,  where  themfelves  are  to  feel  no  part  of  its 
weight,  we  take  leavb  to  mention  to  his  majefty’s  cer¬ 
tain  other  ads  of  Britifh  parliament,  by  which  they  would 
prohibit  us  from  manufaduring  tor  our  own  ule  the  ar¬ 
ticles  we  raife  on  cur  own  lands  with  our  own  labour. 
By  an  ad*  paffed  in  the  5  th  year  ot  the  reign  of  his  late 
tnajefty  king  George  the  fecond*  an  American  filbjed  is 
forbidden  to  make  a  hat  for  himlelf  of  the  fur  which  he 
has  taken  perhaps  on  his  own  foil  ;  an  inftance  of  defpo- 
tifm  to  which  no  parrallel  can  be  produced  in  the  moil 
arbitrary  ages  of  Britifh  hifiory.  By  one  other  ad  f 
palfed  in  the  23d  year  of  the  fame  reign,  the  iron  which 
we  make  we  are  forbidden  to  manufadure,  and  heavy  as 
that  article  is,  and  r/ecellary  in  every  branch  of  hulbandryj 
befides  commifiion  and  inlurance,  we  are  to  pay  freight 
for  it  to  Great  Britain,  and  freight  for  it  back  again,  fot 
the  purpofe  of  fupporting  not  men,  but  machines,  in  the 
ifland  of  Great  Britain'.  In  the  fame  fpirit  of  equal  and 
impartial  legillation  is  to  be  vieWed  the  ad  of  parliament^ 
paffed  in  the  5th  year  of  the  fame  reign,  by  which  Ame¬ 
rican  lands  are  made  fubjed  to  the  demands  of  Britiih 
creditors,  while  their  bwn  lands  were  ftill  continued  un- 
anfwerable  for  their  debts  ;  from  which  one  of  thefe  con- 
clufions  mull  neceffarily  follow,  either  that  juftice  is  not 
the  fame  in  America  as  in  Britain,  or  elie  that  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  parliament  pay  lefs  regard  to  it  here  than  there.  But 
that  we  do  net  point  out  to  his  majefty  the  injullice  of 
thefe  ads,  with  intent  to  reft  on  that  principle  the  caufc 
cf  their  nullity  ;  but  to  fhew  that  experience  confirms 
the  propriety  of  thofe  political  principles  which  exempt 
us  from  the  jurifdidion  of  the  Britifh  parliament.  The 
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true  ground  on  which  we  declare  thefe  a£ls  void  is, 
the  Britilh  parliamei/t  has  no  right  to  exercife  authority 
over  us. 

That  thefe  exercifes  of  ufurped  power  have  n^t  been 
coniined  to  inllances  alone,  in  which  themlhlves  were 
interelted,  but  they  have  alfo  intermeddled  with  the  re¬ 
gulation  of  the  internal  affairs  of  the  ctdonies.  The  a£l 
of  the  9th  of  Anne  for  eilablilhing  a  poll  office  in  Ame¬ 
rica  feems  to  have  had  little  connexion  with  Britifh  con¬ 
venience,  except  that  of  accommodating  his  majefty’s 
minifters  and  favourites  with  the  faie  of  a  lucrative  and 
eafy  office. 

That  thus  we  have  haflened  through  the  reigns  which 
preceded  his  majeily’s,  during  which  the  violations  of 
bur  right  were  lefs  alarming,  becaufe  repeated  at  mor© 
dillant  intervals  than  that  rapid  and  bold  fucc^ffion  of 
injuries  which  is  likely  to  diitinguifh  the  prefejnf  from  all 
other  periods  of  American  ifory.  Scarcely  have  our 
minds  b  en  able  to  emerge  from  the  ailonifliment  into 
which  one  ftroke  of  parliamentary  thunder  has  involved 
us,  before  another  more  heavy,  and  more  alarming,  i§ 
fallen  on  us.  Single  adls  of  tyranny  may  be  afcribed  to 
the  accidental  opinion  of  a  day;  but  a  feries  of  op- 
preffions  begun  at  a  diftinguifhed  period,  and  purfuedj, 
unalterably  through  every  change  of  mindlers,  too  plain¬ 
ly  prove  a  deliberate  and  fylleniatica}  plan  of  reducing 
us  to  flavery. 

That  the  a£l*,  paffed  in  the  /!|.th  year  of  his  majefly’s 
reign,  entitled  An  ad  for  granting  certain  duties  ia 
the  Britifh  colonies  and  plantations  in  America, 

One  other  ad  f,  paffed  in  the  5  th  year  of  his  reign,  en¬ 
titled  An  ad  for  granting  and  applying  certain  ftamp 
duties  and  other  duties  in  the  Britifh  colonies  and  planta¬ 
tions  in  America,  &c.” 

One  other  ad  paffed  in  the  6th  year  of  his  reign,  eni^* 
tituled  “  An  ad  for  the  better  fccuring  the  dependency 
of  his  majefly’s  dominions  in  America  upon  the  crown 
and  parliament  of  Great  Britain  and  one  other  ad 
paffed  in  the  7th  year  of  his  reign,  entitled  “  An  ad 

B  2  for 
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for  granting  duties  on  paper,  tea,  &:c.”  form  that 
connedted  chain  of  parliamentary  ufurpation,  which  has 
already  been  the  fubjedl  of  frequent  applications  to  his 
majeily,  and  the  houies  of  lords  and  commons  of  Great 
Bruain  ;  and  no  anfwers  having  yet  been  condefcended 
to  any  of  thefe,  we  fhall  not  trouble  his  majefly  with  a‘ 
repetition  of  the  matters  they  contained. 

But  that  one  other  ad*,  palled  in  the  fame  yth  year  of 
the  reign,  having  been  a  peculiar  attempt,  mull:  ever  re¬ 
quire  peculiar  mention  ;  it  is  entituled  “  An  adl  for  fuf- 
pending  the  legillature  of  New  York.”  One  free  and 
independant  legillature  hereby  takes  upon  itfelf  to  fuf- 
pend  the  powers  of  another,  free  and  independant  as  it¬ 
felf  ;  thus  exhibiting  a  phoenomenon  unknown  in  nature, 
the  creator  and  creature  of  its  own  power.  Not  only  the 
principles  of  common  fenfe,  but  the  common  feelings  of 
human  nature,  mull  be  furrendered  up  before  his  majelly’s 
fubjedls  here  can  be  perfuaded  to  believe  that  they  hold 
their  political  exillence  at  the  wall  of  a  Britilh  parliament. 
Shall  thefe  governments  be  dilTolved,  their  property  an¬ 
nihilated,  and  their  people  reduced  to  a  Hate  of  nature, 
at  the  imperious  breath  of  a  body  of  men,  whom  they 
never  faw",  in  whom  they  never  confided,  and  over  whom 
they  have  no  powers  of  punilhment  or  removal,  let  their 
crimes  againfl  the  American  public  be  ever  fo  great  ? 
Can  any  one  reafon  be  affigned  why  160,000  eleftors  in 
the  illand  of  Great  Britain  Ihould  give  law  to  four  millions 
in  the  fcates  of  America,  every  individual^  of  whom  is 
equal  to  every  individual  of  them,  in  virtue,  in  underlland- 
ing,  and  in  bodily  llrength  ?  Were  this  to  be  admitted, 
inlead  of  being  a  free  people,  as  we  have  hitherto  fup- 
pofed,  and  mean  to  continue  ourfelves,  we  fhould  fud- 
denly  be  found  the  haves  not  of  one  but  of  160,000  ty¬ 
rants  dihinguilhed  too  from  all  others  by  this  fingular 
circumftance,  that  they  are  removed  from  the  reach  of 
fear,  the  only  rellraining  motive  which  may  hold  the 

hand  of  a  tyrant.  ^  _  -  r  •. 

That  by  “  an  aft  f  to  difcontinue  in  fuch  manner 

and  for  fuch  time  as  are  therein  mentioned,  the  land¬ 
ing  anddifcharging,  lading  or  flipping,  of  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandize,  at  the  town  and  within  the  harbour  of 

Bofton, 
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Bofton,  in  the  province  of  Maffachufetts  Bay,  in  North 
America,”  which  was  pafTed  at  the  laft  feffion  of  BritiiTi 
parliament ;  a  large  and  populous  tovyn,  whofe  trade 
was  their  foie  fubfiitence,  was  deprived  of  that  trade,  and 
involved  in  utter  ruin.  Let  us  for  a  while  fuppofe  the 
(|ueflion  of  right  fufpended,  in  order  to  examine  this  aft 
on  principles  of  juftice  ;  An  aft  of  parliament  had  been 
paired  impofing  duties  on  teas,  to  be  paid  in  America, 
agaipd:  which  aft  the  Americans  had  protelled  as  inau- 
thoritative.  The  Ead  India  Company,  who  till  that 
time  had  never  fent  a  pound  of  tea  to  America  on  their 
own  account,  ftep  forth  on  that  occafion  the  allertors  of 
parliamentary  right,  and  fend  hither  many  Ihip  loads  of 
that  obnoxious  commodity.  Tl’he  maders  of  their  feverai 
velTels,  however,^  on  their  arrival  in  America,  wifely  at¬ 
tended  to  admonition,  and  returned  with  their  cargoes. 
In  the  province  of  Nev/  England  alone  the  remonltrances 
of  the  people  were  difregarded,  and  a  compliance,  after 
being  many  days  waited  for,  w^as  Eatly  refufed.  Whether 
in  this  the  mailer  of  the  veifel  v/as  governed  by  his  ob- 
ftinacy,  or  his  inflruftions,  let  thofe  w'ho  know  fay. 
There  are  extraordinary  lituations  which  reouire  extraor¬ 
dinary  interpofition.  An  exafperated  peoplr,  who  feel 
that  they  poU'efs  power,  are  not  ealily  redrained  within, 
limits  driftly  regular.  A  number  of  them  alTembled  in 
the  town  of  Bodon,  threw  the  tea  into  the  ocean,  and 
difperfed  \yithout  doing  any  other  aft  of  violence.  If  in 
this  they  did  wrong,  they  were  known  and  were  amenable 
to  the  laws  ot  the  land,  againd  which  it  could  not  be  ob- 
jefted  that  they  had  ever,  in  any  indance,  been  obdruft- 
ed  or  diverted  from  their  regular  courfe  in  favour  of  po- 
pmar  offenders.  They  Ihould  therefore  not  have  been 
didrudi.,d  on  this  occalion.  But  that  ill  fated  colony  had 
formerly  been  bold  in  their  enmities  againd  the  houfe  of 
Stuart,  and  w^re  now  devoted  to  ruin  "by  that  unfeen 
hand  which  governs  the  momentous  affairs  of  this  great 
empire.  ^  On  the  partial  reprefentations  of  a  few  worth- 
lefs  miniderial  dependants,  whofe  conllant  office  it  has 
been  to  keep  that  government  embroiled,  and  who,  by 
their  treacheries,  hope  to  obtain  the  dignity  of  the  Bri- 
tiffi  knighthood,  w'lthout  calling  for  the  party  acculed, 
without  aiding  a  proof,  without  attempting  a  didinftion 

between 


between  the  guilty  and  the  innocent,  the  whole  of  th^it 
ancient  and  wealthy  town  is  in  a  moment  reduced  from 
opulence  to  beggary.  Men  wIjo  had  fpent  their  lives  in 
extending  the  iJritilh  commerce,  who  had  invefted  in 
that  place  the  wealth  their  honeft  endeavours  had  me¬ 
rited,  found  themfelves  and  their  families  thrown  at  once 
on  the  world  for  fubfiftence  by  its  charities.  Not  the 
hundredth  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  town  had  beeri 
concerned  in  the  adl  complained  of,  rnany  of  them  were 
in  Great  Britain  arid  in  other  pa,rts  beyond  fea,  yet  all 
were  involved  in  one  indiferiminate  ruin,  by  a  new  ex-^ 
ecutive  power  unheard  of  till  then,  that  of  a  Britifh  par¬ 
liament.  A  property,  of  the  value  of  many  millions 
of  money,  was  facrificed  to  revenge,  not  repay,  the  lofs 
of  a  few  thoufands.  This  is  adminillering  juftice  with  a 
heavy  hand  indeed  !  and  when  is  this  tempeft  to  be  ar- 
refted  in  its  courfe  ?  Two  wharfs  are  to  be  opened  again 
when  his  Majefty  fhall  think  proper.  The  refidue,  which' 
lined  the  extenfive  fhores  of  the  bay  of  Bofton,  are  fort 
ever  interdicted  the  exercife  of  commerce.  This  little 
exception  feems  to  have  been  thrown  in  for  no  other  pur- 
pofe  than  that  of  fetting  a  precedent  for  invefting  his  ma^ 
jelly  with  legillative  powers.  If  the  pulfe  of  his  people 
ihall  beat  calmly  under  this  experiment,  anottiei"  an4 
another  will  be  tried,  till  the  meafure  of  defpotifm  be 
filled  up.  It  would  be  an  infult  on  common  fenfe  to  pre^ 
tend  that  this  exception  was  made  in  order  to  reftore  its 
commerce  to  that  great  town.  The  trade  which  cannot 
be  received  at  two  wharfs  alone  mull  of  necelTity  be 
transferred  to  fome  other  place  j  to  which  it  will  fooir 
be  followed  by  that  of  the  two  wharfs.  Confidered  in 
this  light,  it  would  be  an  infolent  and  cruel  mockery 
at  the  annihilation  of  the  town  of  Bollon. 

By  the  adl  *  for  the  ftippreflion  of  riots  and  tumult? 
in  the  town  of  Bollon,  palled  alfo  in  the  lall  feffion  of 
parliament,  a  murder  committed  there  is,  if  the  govern 
nor  pleafes,  to  be  tried  in  a  court  of  King’s  Bench,  in 
the  illand  of  Great  Britain,  by  a  jury  of  Middlefex. 
The  witnelTes,  too,  on  receipt  of  fuch  a  fum  as  the  go¬ 
vernor  Ihall  think  it  reafonable  for  them  to  expend,  are 
to  enter  into  recognizance  to  appear  at  the  trial.  This  isj 
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ih  ot'he-r  words,  taxing  tliem  to  the  amount  of  their  recognU 
Eance,  and  thatamount  may  be  whatever  a  governor  piear 
fes ;  for  who  does  his  majelly  think  can  be  prevailed  on 
to  crofs  the  Atlantic  for  the  idle  purpofe  of  bearing  evi* 
dence  to  a  fail?  His  expcnces  are  to  be  borne,  indeel, 
as  they  fhall  be  edimated  by  a  governor  ;  but  who  are  to 
feed  the  wife  and  children  whom  he  leaves  behind,  and 
who  have  had  no  other  fabfiilence  bat  his  daily  labour? 
T-hofe  epidemical  diforders  too,  fo  terrible  in  a  foreigh 
climate,  is  the  cure  of  them  to  be  ellimated  among  the 
articles  of  expence,  and  their  danger  to  be  warded  oh'  by 
ihe  almighty  power  of  parliament  ?  And  the  wretched 
criminal,  if  he  happen  to  have  offended  on  the  Ameri¬ 
can  fide,  dripped  of  his  privilege  of  trial  by  peers  of  his 
vicinage,  removed  from  the  place  where  alone  full  evi¬ 
dence  could  be  obtained,  without  money,  without  coun- 
fei,  without  friends,  without  exculpatory  proof,  is  tried 
before  judges  predetermined  th  condemn.  The  cow¬ 
ards  who  would  fuffer  a  countryman  to  be  torn  from  the 
bowels  of  their  fociety^  in  order  to  be  thus  offered  a  fa- 
crifice  to  parliamentary  tyranny,  would  merit  that  ever- 
lading  infamy  now  fixed  on  the  authors  of  the  a<ff !  A 
claufe  *  for  a  fimilar  purpofe  had  been  introduced  into 
an  aft  paffed  in  the  twelfth  year  of  his  majelly ’s  reign, 
entitled  An  aft  for  the  better  fecuring  and  prefervirg 
his  majedy’s  dockyards,  magazines,  diips,  ammunition 
and  dores,”  againd  which,  as  meriting  the  fame  cen- 
fures,  the  feveral  colonies  have  already  proteded. 

That  thefe  are  afts  of  power,  aiTumed  by  a  body  of 
men,  foreign  to  our  conditutions',  and  unackno  wledgi  d 
by  our  laws,  againd  which  we  do,  on  behalf  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Britilh  America,  enter  this  our  folemn  and 
determined  proted  ;  and  we  do  earnedly  entreat  his  ma- 
jedy,  as  yet  the  only  mediatory  power  between  the  fe¬ 
veral  dates  of  the  Britilh  empire,  to  recommend  to  his 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  the  total  revocation  of  thefe 
afts,  which,  however  nugatory  they  be,  may  yet  prove 
the  caufe  of  further  difeontents  and  jealoufies  among  us. 

That  we  next  proceed  to  confider  the  conduft  of  his 
majelly,  as  holding  the  executiv^e  powers  of  the  laws  of 
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thefe  Hates,  and  mark  out  his  deviations  from  the  line 
of  duty  :  By  the  conilitution  of  Great  Britain,  as  vv^ell 
as  of  the  feveral  American  Hates,  his  majeHy  pofleii’es 
the  power  of  refufmg  to  pafs  into  a  law  any  bill 
which  has  already  palled  the  other  two  branches  of  le- 
giHature.  His  majefly,  however,  and  his  anceHors,  cof^- 
feious  of  the  impropriety  of  oppofing  their  Hngle  opinion 
to  the  united  wifdom  of  two  houfes  of  parliament, 
while  their  proceeedings  were  unbiailed  by  interelled  prin¬ 
ciples,  for  feveral  ages  paH  have  mcdeHly  declined  the 
exercife  of  this  power  in  that  part  of  his  empire  called 
Great  Britain.  But  by  change  of  circumHances,  other 
principles  than  thofe  of  juHice  Hmply  have  obtained  an 
influence  on  their  determinations  ;  the  addition  of  ne\y 
Hates  to  the  Britifh  empire  has  produced  an  addition  of 
new,  andfometimes  oppofite  intereHs.  It  is  now,  there¬ 
fore,  the  great  office  of  his  majefly,  to  refume  the  exer¬ 
cife  of  his  negative  power,  and  to  prevent  the  pafiage  of 
laws  by  any  one  legiflature  of  the  empire,  which  might 
bear  injurioufly  on  the  rights  and  intereHs  of  another. 
Yet  this  will  not  excufe  the  wanton  exercife  of  this  power 
which  we  have  feen  his  MajeHy  pra£life  on  the  laws  of  the 
American  legiflatutes.  For  the  moH  trifling  reafons,  ana 
fometimes  for  no  conceivable  reafen  at  all,  his  majefly  has 
rejeded  laws  of  the  moll  falutary  tendency.  The  abo¬ 
lition  of  domeflic  flavery  is  the  great  objed  of  defire  in 
thofe  colonies,  where  it  was  unhappily  introduced  in  their 
infant  ftate.  But  previous  to  the  enfranchifement  of  the 
Haves  we  have,  it  is  neceffary  to  exclude  all  further  im¬ 
portations  from  Africa  ;  yet  our  repeated  attempts  to 
effed  this  by  prohibitions,  and  by  impofing  duties  which 
might  amount  to  a  prohibition,  have  been  hitherto  de¬ 
feated  by  his  majefty’s  negative  :  Thus  preferring  the 
immediate  advantages  of  a  few  African  corfairs  to  the 
lafling  interefts  of  the  American  Hates,  and  to  the  rights 
of  human  nature  deeply  wounded  by  this  infamous  prac¬ 
tice.  Nay,  the  fingle  interpoHtion  of  an  interefled  indi¬ 
vidual  againfl  a  law  was  fcarcely  ever  known  to  fail  of 
fuccefs,  though  in  the  oppoflte  fcaie  were  placed  the  inte- 
refls  of  a  whole  country.  That  this  is  lo  ihameful  an 
abufe  of  a  power  truHed  with  his  majeHy  for  other  pur- 
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"pofes,  as  if  not  reformed,  would  call  for  fome  legal  re- 
'itriftions. 

With  equal  inattention  to  the  necelTities  of  his  people 
■flere  has  his  majefty  permitted  our  laws  to  lie  negledted 
dn  England  for  years,  neither  confirming  them  by  his  af- 
fent,  nor  annulling  them  by  his  negative;  fo  that  fuch^ 
of  them  as  have  no  fufpending  claufe  we  hold  on  the  moft 
precarious  of  all  tenures,  his  majefty’s  will,  and  fuch  of 
them  as  fufpend  themfelves  till  his  majefly’s  affent  be 
obtained,  we  have  feared,  might  be  called  into  exiflence 
at  fome  future  and  diflant  period,  when  time  and  change 
of  circumftances  fhall  have  rendered  them  deftruAive 
to  his  people  here.  And  to  render  this  grievance  ftill 
more  oppreffive,  his  majefly  by  his  inftruftions  has  laid 
his  governors  under  fuch  Yeilridlions  that  they  can  pafs 
no  law  of  any  moment  unlefs  it  have  fuch  fufpending 
claufe;  fo  that,  however  immediate  may  be  the  call  for 
legillative  interpofition,  the  law  cannot  be  executed  till 
it  has  twice  croffed  the  Atlantic j  by  which  time  the  evil 
may  have  fpent  its  whole  force. 

But  in  what  terms,  reconcileable  to  majefly,  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  truth,  fhall  we  fpeak  of  a  late  inflruc- 
tion  to  his  majefly’s  governor  oi  the  colony  of  Virginia, 
by  which  he  is  forbidden  to  affent  to  any  law  for  the  di- 
vifion  of  a  county,  unlefs  the  new  county  will  confent 
to  have  no  reprefentative  in  affembly  ?  That  colony  has 
as  yet  fixed  no  boundary  to  the  weflward.  Their  wefl- 
ern  counties,  therefore,  are  of  indefinite  extent;  fome 
of  them  are  aflually  feated  many  hundred  miles  from 
their  eaflern  limits.  Is  it  poffible,  then,  that  his  majefly 
can  have  bellowed  a  fingle  thought  on  the  lituation  of 
thofe  people,  .who,  in  order  to  obtain  juflfce  for  injuries, 
however  great  or  fmall,  mufl,  by  the  laws  of  that  colony, 
attend  their  county  court,  at  fuch  a  diflance,  with  all 
their  witneffes,  monthly,  till  their  litigation  be  deter¬ 
mined  ?  Or  does  his  majefly  ferioufly  wifh,  and  publifli 
it  to  the  world,  that  his  fubjedls  Ihould  give  up  the  glo¬ 
rious  right  of  reprelentation,  with  all  the  benefits  derived 
from  that,  and  fubmit  themfelves  the  abfolute  flaves  of 
his  fovereign  will  ?  Or  is  it  rather  meant  to  confine  the 
legiflative  body  to  their  prefent  numbers,  that  they  may 
be  the  cheaper  bargain  whenever  they  fhall  become  worth 
a  purchafe,  C  One 
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bne  of  the  articles  of  impeachment  againft  Trefillarii 
and  the  other  j udges  of  Vv  ciiminiier-Kaii,  in  tne  reign 
of  Richard  the  fecond,  for  which  they  fuffered  death,  as 
traitors  to  their  country ^  was,  that  they  had  advifed  the 
king  that  he  might  dlfldlve  his  parliament  at  any  time; 
and  fucceeding  kings  have  adopted  the  opinion  of  thefe 
unjuil  judges.  Since  the  ellab'iihment,  how^ever,  of  the 
BritiQi  confcitution,  at  the  glorious  revolution,  on  its 
free  and  antient  principles,  neither  his  majedy,  nor 
his  anceftori,  have  exercifed  fuch  a  power  of  dilTolution 
in  the  ifland  of  Great  Britain ;  and  when  his  majelfy 
was  petitioned,  by  the  united  voice  of  his  people  there, 
to  dilfolve  the  prefent  parliament,  who  had  become  ob¬ 
noxious  to  them,  his  minilters  were  heard  to  declare,  in 
open  parliament,  that  his  majefty  pofi'efTed  no  fuch  power 
by  the  conditution.  But  how  different  their  language 
and  his  pradfice  here!  To"  declarcj  as  their  duty  re¬ 
quired,  the  known  rights  of  their  country,  to  oppofe 
the  ufurpations  of  every  foreign  judicature,  to  difregafd 
the  imperious  mandates  of  a  minider  or  governor,  have 
been  the  avowed  caufes  of  diffolving  houfes  of  repre- 
fentatives  in  America.  But  if  fuch  powers  be  really 
veded  in  his  majedy,  can  he  fuppofe  they  are  there  placed 
to  awe  the  members  from  fuch  purpofes  as  thefe  ?  When 
the  reprefentative  body  have  iod  the  confidence  of  their 
condituents,  when  they  have  not  .rioufly  made  fale  of 
their  mod  valuable  rights,  Vv'hen  they  have  affumed  to 
themfelves  powers  which  the  people  never  put  into  their 
hands,  then  indeed  their  continuing  in  ofhee  becomes 
dangerous  to  the  datej  and  calls  for  an  exercife  of  the 
power  of  dilTolution.  Such  being  the  caufes  for  which 
the  reprefentative  body  dioulu,  and  fhould  not,  be  dif- 
lolved,  will  it  iiot  appear  drange  to  an  unbiafTedobferver, 
that  that  of  Great  Britain  was  not  didblved,  while  thofe 
of  the  colonies  have  repeatedly  incurred  that  fenteiice.'* 
But  ycur  majedy,  or  your  governors,  have  carried  this 
power  beyond  every  iuTiii  known,  or  provided  for,  by  the 
iasvs  :  After  diidlv.ng  one  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  they 
have  ref u led  to  cail  another,  fo  that  for  a  great  length  of 
time,  the  iegiliatuie  prov.aed  by  the  laws  has  been  out  of 
exidence.  From  the  nature  of  things,  every  fociety  mud 
at  ail  times  pofiefs  witnin.  itfelf  the  lovereign  powers  of 
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iegifiadon.  The  feelings  of  human  nature  revolt  againft 
the  fuppofitlon  cf  a  hate  fo  fituated  as  that  it  may  not  in 
any  emergency  provide  againit  dangeij  which  perhaps 
threaten  immediate  ruin.  W  hile  thofe  bodies  arc  in  ex- 
iftence  to  whom  the  people  have  delegated  the  powers  of 
legiflation,  they  alone  polTefs  and  may  excrcife  thofe  pow¬ 
ers  ;  but  when  they  are  dilfolved  by  the  lopping  oft  one 
or  more  of  their  branches,  the  power  reverts  to  the  peo¬ 
ple,  who  may  exercife  it  to  unlimited  extent,  either  af- 
fembling  together  in  perfon,  fending  deputies,  or  in  any 
other  way  they  may  think  proper.  We  forbear  to  trace 
confequences  farther  ;  the  dangers  are  conlpicuous  with 
which  this  pradice  is  replete. 

That  we  ihaii  at  this  time  alfj  take  notice  of  an  error  in 
the  nature  of  our  land  biddings,  which  crept  in  at  a  very 
early  period  of  our  fettlement.  The  introduction  of  the 
feudal  tenures  into  the  kingdom  of  England,  though  an¬ 
cient,  is  well  enouvh  underitood  to  let  this  matter  in  a 
proper  light.  In  the  earlier  ages  of  the  Saxon  fettlement 
feudal  holdings  were  certainly  altogether  unknown  ;  and 
very  few,  if  any,  had  been  introduced  at  the  time  of  the 
Norman  conquefl.  Our  Saxon  anceftors  held  their  lands, 
as  they  did  their  perfonal  property,  in  abfolute  dominion, 
difencumbered  with  any  fuperior,  ardwering  nearly  to 
the  nature  of  thofe  pofleflions  which  the  fedualills  term 
allodial.  William,  the  Norman,  hrll  introduced  that 
fyftem  generally.  The  lands  which  had  belonged  to 
thofe  who  fell  in  the  battle  of  Haflings,  and  in  the  fub- 
fequent  infurredlions  of  his  reign,  formed  a  confiderable 
proportion  of  the  lands  of  the  whole  kirigdom.  Thefe 
he  granted  out,  fubjecl  to  feudal  duties,  as  did  he  alfo 
thofe  of  a  great  number  of  his  nev/  fubjefts,  who,  by 
perfuafions  or  threats,  were  induced  to  furrender  them 
for  that  purpofe.  Bat  flill  much  was  left  in  the  hands  ot 
his  Saxon  fubjeCts;  held  of  no  fuperior,  and  not  fubjeft 
to  feudal  conditions.  Thefe,  therefore,  by  exprefs  laws, 
enaCted  to  render  uniform  the  fyflem  of  military  defence, 
were  made  liable  to  the  fame  military  duties  as  if  they 
had  been  feuds;  and  the  Norman  lawyers  foon  found 
means  to  faddle  them  alfo  with  all  the  other  feudal  bur¬ 
thens.  But  ftiil  they  had  not  been  furreiidered  to  the 
king,  they  were  not  derived  from  his  grant,  and  there^ 
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foro  rlicy  were  not  holden  of  him.  A  general  principle, 
indeed,  was  introduced,  that  “  all  lands  in  England 
were  held  either  mediately  or  immediately  of  the  crown,’'' 
hut  this  was  borrowed  from  thofe  holdings,  which  were 
truly  feudal,  and  only  applied  to  others  for  the  purpofes 
of  illullration.  Feudal  holdings  were  therefore  but  ex¬ 
ecutions  out  of  the  Saxon  laws  of  pofleffion,  under  which 
all  lands  were'heid  in  abfolute  right.  Thefe,  therefore, 
dill  form  the  balls,  or  ground-work,  of  the  common  law, 
to  prevail  wherefoever  the  exceptions  have  not  taken 
place.  America  was  not  conquered  by  William  the 
Norman,  nor  its  lands  furrendered  to  him,  or  any 
of  his  fucceffors.  Poffeffions  there  are  undoubtedly  of 
the  allodial  nature.  Our  anceftors,  however,  who 
migrated  hither,  were  farmers,  not  lawyers.^  _  The 
hfUtious  principle  that  all  lands  belong  originally 
to  the  king,  they  were  early  perfuaded  to  believe 
real ;  and  accordingly  took  grants  of  their  own  lands 
from  the  crown.  And  while  the  crown  continued  t®, 
grant  for  fmall  fums,  and  on  reafonable  rents,  there  was 
no  inducement  to  arrefl  the  error,  and  lay  it  open  to 
public  view.  But  his  majefty  has  lately  taken  on  him  to 
advance  the  terms  of  purchafe,  and  of  holding  to  the 
double  of  what  they  were,  by  which  means  the  acquifi- 
tion  of  lands  being  rendered  difhcult,  the  population  of 
our  country  is  likely  to  be  checked.  It  is  time,  there¬ 
fore,  for  us  to  lay  this  matter  before  his  majefty,  and  t® 
declare  that  he  has  no  right  to  grant  lands  of  himfeif. 
From  the  nature  and  purpofe  of  civil  inftitutions,^  all  the 
lands  within  the  limits  which  any  particular  fociety  has. 
circumlcribed  around  itfelf  are  aifumed  uy  that  fociety,, 
and  fubjett  to  their  allotment  only.  This  may  be  done 
by  themieives  affembled  coiledively,  or  by  their  legilla- 
ture,  to  whom  they  may  have  delegated  fovereign  authority;’ 
and  if  they  are  allotted  in  neither  of  thefe  ways,  each  in¬ 
dividual  of  the  fociety  may  appropriate  to  himfeif  fuch 
lands  as  he  hnds  vacant,  and  occupancy  will  give  him  title. 
That  in  order  to  enforce  the  arbitrary  meafures  before 
complained  ol,  his  majefty  has  from  time  to  time  fent 
among  us  large  bodies  ot  armed  forces,  not  made  up  of 
the  people  here,  nor  railed  by  the  authority  of  our  laws  : 
Did"  his  majefty  polTefs  fuch  a  right  as  this,  it  might  fwal- 
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k)vv  up  all  oiar  other  rights  whenever  he  fhould  thitiflc 
proper.  But  his  majefly  has  no  right  to  land  a  fingle 
armed  man  on  our  fhores,  and  thofe  whom  he  fends  here 
are  liable  to  our  laws  made  for  the  fuppreffion  and  punilh- 
ment  of  riots,  routs,  and  unlawful  affemblies  ;  or  are 
hollile  bodies,  invading  us  in  defiance  of  law.  When 
in  the  courfe  of  the  late  war  it  became  expedient  that  a 
body  of  Hanoverian  troops  Ihould  be  brought  over  for  the 
defence  of  Great  Britain,  his  majefly ’s  grandfather,  our 
late  fovereign,  did  not  pretend  to  introduce  them  under 
any  authority  he  polTelTed.  Such  a  meafure  would 
have  given  juft  alarm  to  his  fubjeiSls  in  Great  Britain,, 
whofe  liberties  would  not  be  fafe  if  armed  men  of 
another  country,  and  of  another  fpirit,  might  be 
brought  into  the  realm  at  any  time  without  the  con- 
fent  of  their  legiflature.  He  therefore  applied  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  who  paired  an  ad  for  that  purpofe,  limiting  the 
number  to  be  brought  in,  and  the  time  they  were  to  con¬ 
tinue.  In  like  manner  is  his  rnajefty  reftrained  in  every 
part  of  the  empire.  He  poftefies,  indeed,  the  executive 
power  of  the  laws  in  every  ftate,  but  they  are  the  laws 
of  the  particular  ftate  which  he  is  to  adminifter  within 
that  ftate,  and  not  thofe  of  any  one  within  the  limits  of 
another.  Every  ftate  muft  judge  for  itfelf  the  number 
of  armed  men  which  they  may  fafely  truft  among  them,, 
of  whom  they  are  to  confift,  and  under  what  reftridions 
they  fliall  be  laid.. 

To  render  thefe  proceedings  ftill  more  criminal  againft: 
our  laws,  inftead  of  fubjeding  the  military  to  the  civil 
powers,  his  rnajefty  has  exprefsly  made  the  civil  fubor- 
dinate  to  the  military.  But  can  his  rnajefty  thus  put 
down  all  law  under  his  feet  ?  Can  he  ered  a  power  fu~ 
perior  to  that  which  ereded  himfelf  ?  He  has  done  it 
indeed  by  force,  but  let  him  remember  that  force  cannot 
give  right. 

That  thefe  are  our  grievances,  which  we  have  thus  laid 
before  his  rnajefty,  with  that  freedom  of  language  and 
fentiment  which  becomes  a  free  people  claiming  their 
rights,  as  derived  from  the  laws  of  nature,  and  not  as 
the  gift  of  their  chief  magiftrate  :  Let  thofe  Hatter  who 
fear,  it  is  not  an  American  art.  To  give  praife  which 
is  not  due  might  be  well  from  the  venal,  but  would  ill 
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befeem  thofe\vho  are  afTerting  the  rights  of  human 
ture.  They  know,  and  will  therefore  fay,  that  kings 
are  the  fervants,  not  the  proprietors  of  the  people.  Open 
your  bread,  fire,  to  liberal  and  expanded  thought.  Let 
not  the  name  of  George  the  third  be  a  blot  in  the  page 
of  hilfory.  You  are  furrounded  by  Britifh  counfellors, 
but  remember  that  they  are  parties.  You  have  no  minif- 
ters  for  American  affairs,  becaufe  you  have  none  taken 
from  among  us,  nor  anienable  to  the  laws  on  which  they 
are  to  give  you  advice.  It  behoves  you,  therefore,  to 
think  and  to  adt  for  yourfelf  and  your  people.  The  great 
principles  of  right  and  v/rong  are  legible  to  every  read¬ 
er ;  to  purfue  them  requires  not  the  aid  of  many  coun¬ 
fellors.  The  whole  art  of  government  confifts  in  the 
art  of  being  honed,  Only  aim  to  do  your  duty,  and 
rnankind  will  give  you  credit  where  you  fail.  No  longer 
perfevere  in  facriiicing  the  rights  of  one  part  of  the  em¬ 
pire  to  the  inordinate  defires  of  another  ;  but  deal  out  to 
all  equal  and  impartial  right.  Let  no  a£l  be  paffed  by 
any  one  legidature  which  may  infringe  on  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  another.  This  is  the  important  pod  in  which 
fortune  has  placed  you,  holding  the  balance  of  a  great, 
if  a  well  poifed  empire.  This,  fire,  is  the  advice  of 
your  great  American  council,  on  the  obfervance  of 
which  may  perhaps  depend  your  felicity  and  future 
fame,  and  the  prefervation  of  that  harmony  which  alone 
can  continue  both  to  Great  Britain  and  America  the  re¬ 
ciprocal  advantages  of  their  connexion.  It  is  neither 
our  wifh  nor  our  intered  to  feparate  from  her.  We  are 
willing,  on  our  part,  to  facrifice  every  thing  which  reafon 
can  alk  to  the  redoration  of  that  tranquillity  for  which  ah 
m-ud  wifh.  On  their  part,  let  them  be  ready  to  edabiidi 
union  and  a  generous  plan.  Let  them  name  their  terms, 
but  let  them  be  jud.  Accept  ot  every  commercial  pre¬ 
ference  it  is  in  our  power  to  give  for  luch  things  as  we  can 
raife  for  their  ufe,  or  they  make  for  cairs.  But  let  them 
not  think  to  exclude  us  from  going  to  other  markets  to 

difpofeof  thofe  commodities  which  they  cannot  ule,  or  to 

fupply  thofe  wants  which  they  cannot  fupply.  ' 
Still  lefs  let  it  be  propofed  that  our  properties  within  our 
own  territories  lhall  be  taxed  or  regulated  by  any^power 
on  earth  but  our  own.  The  God  who  gave  us  Uic  gave 
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V 

US  liberty  at  the  fame  time ;  the  hand  of  force  may  de- 
ftroy,  bat  cannot  disjoin  them.  This,  fire,  is  ur  lad, 
our  determined  refolution ;  and  that  you  will  be  pleafed 
CO  interpofe  with  that  efficacy  which  your  earned  endea¬ 
vours  may  enfure  to  procure  redrcfs  of  thefe  our  great 
grievances,  to  quiet  the  minds  of  your  fubjecls  in  Briddi 
America,  againd  any  apprehenfions  of  future  encroach¬ 
ment,  to  edablifa  fraternal  love  and  harmony  through  the 
whole  empire,  and  that  thefe  may  continue  to  the  lated 
ages  of  timCj  is  the  fervent  prayer  of  all  Britidi  America  1 


